
Dr. Diana Barrera Ugarte
Superintendent of Schools

March 31, 2021

Dear Parents and Families,

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) and state legislation require us to test students in grades
3-high school with the Texas Assessments of  Academic Readiness (STAAR) and/or
End-of-Course (EOC) assessments.  The goal is to use the results to garner information regarding
specific grade and subject knowledge and skills, in addition to assessing the impact of instruction
on teaching and learning.  We intend to use this information to identify student strengths and
weaknesses so that we can provide more effective instruction to meet the needs of all students.

As a result of social distancing requirements, TEA has provided flexibility to use asynchronous
instruction (remote/at-home) instruction for students who are not testing on specific days.
Therefore, some students will work remotely at home, as noted on the schedule  below.

Listed below are the STAAR testing dates for the Spring of 2021. If your child is not testing on a
particular day, then he/she will be a remote learner for that day and will not physically attend
school on their campus.  Students learning from home will need to follow directions from their
teacher to meet attendance and learning requirements.

Elementary Campus
If your child is not testing on one of these dates at KES, he/she will be a remote learner.

May 11:  3rd - 4th - 5th Grade (Math)
May 12:  3rd - 4th - 5th Grade (Reading)

Secondary Campuses
High School students will be remote on the following middle school testing dates.

May 11: 6th - 7th - 8th Grade (Math)
May 12: 6th - 7th - 8th Grade (Reading)

Note: All secondary students should be in attendance unless your child is not testing on May
11 and 12.
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According to TEA’s testing guidelines, STAAR testing must take place at the child’s campus
on the scheduled date for both face-to-face and remote/virtual learners. Remote testing is not
allowed because state assessments are secure assessments, and campuses must follow
guidelines for test security and confidentiality. Kenedy ISD will  continue to implement the
district’s health and safety protocols to provide an optimal safe testing environment, including
social distancing, sanitizing, and state test security requirements. To help prepare your child for
STAAR, TEA has provided the following Family Resources webpage:
https://www.texasassessment.com/staar/families/how-to-help-my-child-prepare/.

Remote/Virtual Learners: TEA has provided flexibility for students in grades 3 through 8
who are enrolled through  remote/virtual instruction. This flexibility allows parents/guardians
the option for your child to participate in  testing. If you select to keep your child at home on a
specific test date, an answer document will be submitted by your child’s campus with a score
code of “O” or “Other” which will indicate that your child was a remote learner and did not
return to campus to test. Please be assured that not participating in a STAAR assessment in
grades 3-8  does not affect promotion or retention decisions for the current year. However,
remote/virtual high school  students with grade level EOC exams must pass respective
EOCs to meet graduation requirements; therefore, these students should participate on
designated test days.

Following the spring 2021 testing, TEA will report all available data to districts and parents;
however, accountability scores will not be reported. Student achievement data will be used by
key decision makers at the state and district levels to inform educational decisions and
planning. Parents may use this student achievement data to gain a  deeper understanding of
your child’s academic strengths and needs. Should you have any questions about state
assessments, please contact your child’s campus administrator or school counselor.

We thank you for continuing to support your child’s learning and academic progress as we
finish Kenedy Strong!

Sincerely,

Dr. Diana Barrera Ugarte
Superintendent of Schools


